SAMPLE ARTIST RESUME AND BIOGRAPHY

This sample was provided for you to help write your own biography – a brief story of interesting information about you as an artist.

This is an important way for you to tell your story about your skills, background and accomplishments, and help market your artwork.

RESUME (SAMPLE)

Matilda Bark Born: Huslia, Alaska, 1952  Tribal Membership: Koyukon Athabascan

1234 River Street 

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Telephone Number

E-mail Address

Background and Training

Learned birch bark and willow root basketry with grandmother, Mabel Smith, at age 10

Studied with noted basket makers: Sarah Moses, Susie Pike and Evelyn Jones

Exhibitions and Festivals

Heritage Gallery, One – person show, Seattle, WA, 2000

Native Cultural Center Annual Basketry Exhibition, Anchorage, AK 1998

Northwest Indian Festival, Portland, OR, 1998

Seattle Gallery of Fine Crafts, Two – person exhibition, Seattle, WA 1997

Anchorage Museum of History and Art, Earth, Fire and Fiber Exhibition, Anchorage, AK 1995

Tanana Valley State Fair, Fairbanks, AK, 1994

Alaska Federation of Natives, Anchorage, AK 1991

Festival of Native Arts, Fairbanks, AK 1989

Huslia Village Corporation, Huslia, AK 1986

Awards, Honors and Commissions

Selected to demonstrate at Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 1999

Best of Show Award, Tanana Valley State Fair, 1994

Invited to demonstrate basketry at Alaska Governor’s Arts Conference, 1994

Commission for birch bark basket for permanent collection aboard the Alaska State Ferry, North Wind, 1990

Related Activity

Basketry workshop teacher, Native Cultural Center, Anchorage, 1995. 1997, 1998

Basketry instructor, Fairbanks schools, Native Education Program; 1994 – present

Articles

Washington Post, September, 1999

“Traditions Meet New Frontiers” – Alaska Tourism Magazine, May 1996

“Bark and Roots” Northland News, September 12, 1990

BIOGRAPHY (SAMPLE) - Emphasize your most interesting or important experiences

JOHN TUSK

John Tusk creates carvings that build on his strong Inupiat tribal traditions as well as his interest in the changing world of today.

He started carving at age ten and spent may years learning under Master Carvers including Larry Aktavok and John Upik. His carvings have been featured in many exhibitions and festivals including the 1999 Inuit Art Festival in Ontario, Canada where he was awarded Best of Show. He has exhibited his work in galleries, museums, and cultural centers throughout Alaska, Canada and Washington. 

In addition, John’s carving are in numerous private collections. In his work John often uses contemporary ideas combines with strong traditional technique. As a subsistence hunter, he collects the materials for his work from the land and the sea. John now passes his knowledge by teaching in schools and taking on apprentices in his studio. He continues to explore new ways to share his cultural traditions. John lives in Arctic Town, Alaska with his family.
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